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Hi,

Derya Duysak
General Coordinator

Before I say “Hello” to you, I would like to 

features in order to publish this magazine as his 

Hello…

How it is nice to say “hello” as a harbinger of a 

 And we say “Hello” to you with these good wishes 

We have been together with you in the tourism 

our place in the tourism sector with a publication 

Portal, our magazine that will take its place in 
the publication life and sector as “Turizmde Son 
Nokta VIP” will be with you in the sector by being 
published every 2 months with VIP subjects and 

Published in English and Turkish and delivered to 
the sector via free distribution channel Turizmde 
Son Nokta VIP magazine will include a great 
variety of news like tourism, economy from Turkey 
and all over the world and all subjects concerning 

Starting with the understanding of creating 
awareness towards tourism, we will try to reflect 
the recent events on the agenda, tourism clubs 
with the opinions of our tourism presidents and 

professionals who has given his/her years to the 
tourism sector, the point where tourism has come 
and targets written by our presidents and tourism 

Hope to meet at Son Nokta…
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“The assignment of Culture and Tourism Ministry has been 
vouchsafed to me. Thank God we have done good things for both 
Turkey’s tourism and cultural life of Turkey that we are proud of 
within the period we left behind. We continued our successful 
march in spite of the economic crisis in the world and the war at our 
borders. You made me have this honor.Of course a duty term of a 
minister shall over. But the most beautiful end is that scene. Thank 
you very much.With their presents from all over the world our friends 
working on cultural fields, with the pieces they found our friends 
working on archeology fields, young officers working in my ministry 
with their tiny salaries, you all made me have a great joy by bringing 
our stolen historical artifacts back our country with an amount of 
more than the ones in the last 15 years.

I am grateful to all of you

Hopefully you will work in the same harmony with our newly-
coming friends. My friends sitting on these tables and many more. 
The doyens and pioneers of Turkish tourism, you have undertaken 
the risks, effort, and self-sacrifice. And we all have moved Turkey 
to a good place in the last 5-6 years by working in a brotherhood 
environment.My only wish is from you to work in the same harmony 
of our new friends so that tourism can become the institution whose 
brand value has the highest reputation by increasing the level of 
cultural life without retrogressing in terms of art. This is all my wish 
and prayer. I salute you with love and respect and say farewell to you 
all sincerely.”
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He was born June 15, 1968 in Adana. His father’s name is Yusuf Ziya; 
his mother’s name is Dudu.Completing his undergraduate education 

from Gazi University Faculty of Economics and Administrative 
Sciences Public Administration Department Çelik did his master 

degree from Institute of Social Sciences on Political Sciences; he is 
a political scientist, strategist and foreign policy expert.Elected as 

parliamentarian from Adana in 22nd, 23rd and 24.th terms Çelik 
carried out the duties of being NATO Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Turkish Group and TBMM (Grand National Assembly of Turkey) and 
Foreign Affairs Committee memberships. He is already Turkey-USA 

Friendship Group President.He has been the member of Central 
Executive Board (MKYK) and became the AK Party Vice President for 

External Relations.Çelik knows advanced level English. He is single. 
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GÖKÇEK

“Ödüllerle gücüne güç katan   ”
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 The national and international awards that 
Ankara Metropolitan Municipality and Mayor 

Melih Gökçek gotten proves how important and 
successful is the work done by Metropolitan 

Municipality in Ankara. “Mayor Gökçek is the 
person who has been servicing to make Ankara a 
prestigious city, a European city with self-sacrifice 
for years, is a person has made lots of successful 
projects, whose doors and telephones are open 

to the residents of Ankara for 24 hours, who 
brings hundreds of national and international 
awards to Ankara Metropolitan Municipality.”

Receiving dozens of national and international 
awards, plaques and praise because of the 
success on urban transformation, greening, 

transformation, sub-and-superstructure, social 
and cultural projects and international affairs 

Ankara strengthens its place among the special 
cities of the world. Awarded with European Flag 

of Honor in 2002, European Plaque of Honor 
in 2003 and European Award and European 

Certificate in 2009 Metropolitan Municipality has 
made history.
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Generating many successfully 
implemented projects from 
greening works, large parks, 
cleaning works to big projects 
contributing to the environment 
Metropolitan Municipality’s 
Mamak Dump Solid Waste 
Management Project was 
awarded by Tourism, Environment 
and Urban Journalists (TURÇEV). 
Kazakhstan “State Friendship 
Medal” was given to the world’s 
leading state presidents and 
bureaucrats before.  At the press 
conference held at Ala Restaurant 
for the success received from 
LivCom International Livable 
Societies Award Competition 
organized in Dubai’s Al Ain city, 
Mayor Gökçek who has crowned 
the development, transformation, 
livability, wellness and beauties 
of Ankara gave information about 
LivCom Awards, mentioned 

Here are some of the awards of Ankara Metropolitan Municipality 
who gets the title one of the most respectable cities in 
Europe with its successes: “Turkey Championship on Social 
Municipality Field” Award, 4 Awards from “OICC”, “Perfection 
in Mediterranean” Award, “The Most Livable City in Turkey” 
from Business Magazine, “The Best Implementation” Award 

with the Best Strategic Implementation” Award, “Contribution 
to the Environment” Award, “The Mayor of the Year” Award, 
“Outstanding Service and Achievement” Award, Kazakhstan 
“State Friendship Medal”. Completed in a short period as 10 
months by Metropolitan Municipality and put into service of the 

River made history by being determined as “the best” by World 
Water Organization connected to UN. Getting the 3 of the awards 
given in 4 different categories on Municipality Projects at OICC 
Meeting, Ankara won Urban and Regional Planning Championship 
with “North Ankara Urban Transformation Project”, Environmental 
Planning Championship with “Göksu Park” and second prize 
of Environment Protection and Sustainable Development with 
“Mogan Park”.
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that there are severe differences 
between a livable city and 
tourism city for the tourism works 
in Ankara and remarked that 
Ankara was chosen as “the most 
livable city” 4 times in a row by 
Cnbc-e Business Magazine seen 
as the most serious economy 
magazine. Mayor Gökçek said, 
“If I remember correctly it was 
determined over 33 criteria, this is 
not a coincidence. Ankara is not a 
tourism city. But I believe that our 
serious steps would give results 
about this subject. Telling that all 
the business centers have reached 
the desired numbers in terms of 
turnover Mayor Melih Gökçek 
said, “Zoo, Belief Center and 
Shopping Fest would contribute 
seriously to the tourism of Ankara 
and the tourist number would 
increase nearly 10 thousand. For 
this we need a 5-year duration. 
We’ll see it.”

Telling that the awards from 
LivCom aren’t the first awards 
Ankara has received and it 
has received many national 
and international awards since 
2002 Melih Gökçek says, “The 
number of these awards is 28.” 
Emphasizing that entire Ankara 
has played a role he says, “I thank 
all of the people who has made 
an effort.”

He tells that the vehicle number 
in Ankara traffic is 350 when he 
was elected as the mayor for 
the first time in 1994, but today 
it is 1 million 420 thousand. 
He explained that the ongoing 
44-km-subway has been taken 
over by Ministry of Transport 
with the order of the dear Prime 
Minister. He said that “Hopefully 
two of the subways will be 
entered into service by the end of 
2013 and the other will be by the 
mid-2014.”

“Our dear Ankara has everything 
and anything to be a livable city”

We will cooperate with Hacettepe 
University called “Olympic 
village” for the preparation of 
Olympics…And we will also 
cooperate with the universities to 
join the fairs abroad. 

Our only wish is development of 
the universities, to protect the 
feature of Ankara as a university 
city. There are not many cultural 
and artistic activities as in Ankara 
in any other places. There is no 
city like us that organizes public 
concerts in terms of artistic and 
cultural activities. 

Ankara is the city organizing 
festivals the most. In terms of 
cultural and artistic activities 
Ankara is the number one; it is not 
chosen as the most livable city in 
Turkey successively in vain.



termal 

We nonstop have been continuing our works since 16 October 

of Capital Ankara symbolizing its new and contemporary face to a 
level which is suitable for Turkey. In 2012 our passenger number has 
reached 9.24 million with a 9% increase; we also have increased the 

37 points in domestic flights and 48 points in international flights and 
these numbers continue to increase.
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We carry our collaborative works with Ministries, Ankara Governorate, 
Metropolitan Municipality, Ankara Promotion Council, Scal and 
similar institutions and organizations in order to increase our new 
flight destinations and revive Ankara tourism. We make investments 
with ANGIAD, TUGIAD in order to increase the direct flight numbers 
from Ankara with the aim of developing the capital tourism and 
increasing the competition rate of the exporter businessmen with the 
world.

the intercontinental center of Europe, Far East and Asia. As TAV 

direct flight runs by evaluating the international and domestic traffic 
potential of Ankara. We appreciate Ministry of Transport, Culture 
and Tourism Ministry to cooperate with us in developing promotion 
strategies with new marketing and business models. Also we 
promote our direct flight runs and emphasize that they can save time 
and energy. We greet our passengers with western classical music 
when they take their first step to our airport also with our food and 
beverage points in 28 different points.

One of the most important points that Ankara can become a brand is 
thermal resources as a rapidly growing sector. Ankara and its districts 
are rich in terms of resource. It would be a great step for Ankara 
tourism to increase the number of thermal facilities and promote 
the existing facilities. Turkey has the seventh placecin the world 
for its resource richness. We can make Turkey’s capital city Ankara 
also the capital of health tourism which is the favorite sector in the 

world. Besides I think that the enterprises to make Ankara as the 
international congress center are the foreshadowing of the increase 
in scheduled flights.

Being officially registered as “The Best Airport” by ACI Europe 

expected and desired intense traffic in terms of passenger capacity 
with a service understanding in which passenger satisfaction is placed 

we rapidly continue our works for providing a qualified service to our 
passengers with our slogan ‘You can fly anywhere you would like to 
see from Ankara’.
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Meral ZAIM

Yönetim Kurulu Üyesi
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With Gender Empowerment Measure participated in Human 
Development Report published by The United Nations 
Development Programme in the beginning of October 2011, 
the importance of women in Turkey demonstrated once more. 
Global economy, is giving its first signals with there will be a 
new world order; centre of economic power will move to east 
and world’s socio-economic structure will re-shape. 

Turkey’s one of the most important problems in the field of 
employment is low female labour force participation rate. 
Compared with EU countries, women’s employment rates 
are very low in Turkey. On the one hand, there are many 
developments in many areas in Turkey; on the other hand, 
the place of women in society is left behind.  With Gender 
Empowerment Measure participated in Human Development 
Report published by The United Nations Development 
Programme in the beginning of October 2011, the importance 
of women in Turkey demonstrated once more. According to 
the “Gender Inequality Index” prepared by World Economic 
Forum, in Turkey one of every 4 adult women can participate 
to the labor force and as of 2007 Turkey is ranked at the 
123th line among 128 countries in women employment, on 
the other hand it has almost similar participation rate with 
UE and OECD in men employment. When the development 
of participating to the labor force in Turkey in the last 20 
years, it is seen that the increase process of woman labor 
force around the world is not valid in our country. While 
women in our country showing a little participation in the 
industry, 80% of people whom working in the countryside 
are positioned as unpaid family workers. Affecting both our 
economic development and distribution of income negatively 
this situation should take place in social development policies. 
European Union institutions make studies in different fields 
in order to prevent the gender discrimination and decrease 
the social differences between men and women. Especially 
for protecting the women rights in the work-life and social 
security issues EU legislation includes various policies aiming 
social gender equality. Employability, entrepreneurship, able 
to orientate, equal possibilities are basic studying fields of 
these policies. While EU countries aim to increase the women 
employment rate up to 60% by 2012 as it is determined in 
Lisbon Strategy aiming to provide social gender equality, this 
rate in Turkey is around 23.1 % by 2008 December. This also 
means that only one of every 4 women is employed. I assume 
this issue as the development chance of Turkey. More higher 
education opportunity for our women can be created and if 
we were able to make them take place in the work-life, our 
country’s development would be that rapid. 

Studies carried out by public institutes in order to support 
woman enterprises and studies of non-governmental 
organizations that encourage women for this field are 
important studies showing that the recent enterprising 
culture in Turkey has improved individually and institutionally 
and become widespread. Today entrepreneurship has 
gained more importance with technologic developments 
and economic expectations; noticeable changes about 
the woman’s place in the society have been made and 
the number of women participating to the labor force has 
increased. In our country where the way how women are seen 
is changing day by day, the number of women at a certain 
status is still low. We have gained the rights in the business 
world equally with men. I can say we are lucky.

As well as enhancing the working conditions of women employment, 
women are needed to participate to the work-life by believing in 
themselves. While the society draws women into a more passive role, 
sometimes our women do not struggle enough in order to get out of 
that role. Besides enhancing the laws and conditions, it is important 
to strengthen the identity of women and make them to enter the 
work-life with more courage. If we consider the traditional role 
distribution among the family, women either do not enter the work-
life or withdraw from the market.

Policies balancing the work and family life will support women to take 
place in the labor force market. It is known that the more women’s 
education level is increased, the more they participate to the labor 
force market. Besides operating the studies about education, 
politics that harmonize the work and family life should become a 
part of the activity. On the other hand it is necessary to evaluate the 
position of women in the employment and the position of women 
in the business life separately. Especially in a place like our country 
where is crowded and income distribution is not homogeneous, 
environmental conditions, educational and economic status are the 
basic factors affecting women’s position. However the recent success 
of women and women leaders increase the woman’s reputation in 
the society and strengthen my belief that more women will take 
place in the business and politics world.







When and how did you start hotel business? 

Since 1983, an important part of my life spent on construction 
and production sectors. At that time I have experienced the 
1994 economic crisis as the senior manager of the company I 
was responsible and I was pretty shaken in the 1.5 years period 
afterwards. With this tiredness caused from this weariness and the 
need for change in my life I have made a very radical decision and 
moved from Istanbul where I have lived for so long to Antalya. 
Along with this radical decision I have also made a very important 
change in my life and started to look for a job in the hotel business. 
Until that day I have only stayed at a hotel either for business or a 
holiday. Even though I have no experience in the hotel business I 
have evaluated the chance given to me and accepted to work in a 
lower position started to work in the Grida Holiday Village of which 

Holding. During the construction and afterward I have worked there 
11 years. I have worked harder in order to close the experience gap 
I had with other managers and afterwards I have become the Deputy 
General Manager. Then the two facilities I have started to construct 
as the General Manager completed and opened for business in a 
very short time and I have worked for 2.5 years in a good Congress 
Facility and then retired. After a short break in October 2009 I have 
started to work in the Angel’s Peninsula Hotel building site which 
was projected by Koza Holding. I have always taken benefit from the 
experience and information I have received from having worked in 
different sectors in the past. The experiences I had in the past were a 
chance and a special privilege for me in regards to my co-workers in 
the project design, construction, getting ready for operation, buying 
processes of the facilities.

Genel Müdür Yrd.
Fehmi DURAK
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Why should customers prefer Angel’s Peninsula?

Along with all kinds of service and quality provided in the Hotel or 
resorts, the other differences our guest have experienced and a-la-
carte food service have enabled this facility to be one step ahead of 
its competitors. Angel’s Peninsula, provides its services in a unique 
location and in peerless nature scenery. Think of a facility having 
beaches on three sides of it, 2300 meter long beach intertwined with 
sea along with the 20 private villas in a peninsula and a marina with 
a capacity of 12 yachts. Since the day we begin to operate we have 
received lots of written and oral comments that can make a lot of 
hotel manager jealous. I think, the 4 important World and European 
award we have received from the World Travel Awards are as equally 
important for a facility operating for just 18 months as well as our 
Country. 

How Did Angel’s Peninsula born? Could you give us some 
information?

In this area where our facility located, an investment had begun 
in the 1988 and changed hands 4 times but never completed. At 
2009 our company has bought it and the necessary projects of 

the Chief Executive Officer of the Holding has designed this project 
as a facility which can realize the dreams, wishes and expectations. 
Especially all the details and specifications of the project have been 
made with empathy for the guests in order to meet their need and 
expectations. Also all the details have been considered, decided, 
constructed and brought to life by the Management, Project and 
Operation Team. All this process lasted for 18 months and our facility 
was opened for service on 1 July 2011.
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What are the properties make this hotel different from other 
hotels?

The most important difference of our hotel is the concept of half 
pension and full a-la-carte food service. With an understanding of 
high quality product and services, with the nature in which blue and 
green intertwined, with the healthy living center, with the Spa service 
which has special to person applications, white beaches with blue 
flags, with a holiday understanding in which no alcohol is served 
and with the places only for the women guest where they can feel 

privileges than all other hotels. 
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What do you think about the situation of the hotel business in 
Turkey?

We are all following a situation which goes through a more negative 
state in which everything is cheaper but the profit is lower even 
though accommodation is higher each year due to the quality and 
quantity having changed places in the seasonal resort facilities after 
the crisis occurred in 1999. The unplanned raise in the bed numbers 
together with the investors’ having lots of beds in the sector and 
lowering of the bargain and resistance points have caused the profit 
levels to lower into a minimum. The negativity caused by these low 
profits has caused the entry and employee quality levels to be low. 
Not only this has caused no investment into human resources but 
also it has caused a lot of qualified employees leaving the sector. 
This negative vicious cycle seems like a dark destiny in near future 
for the city hotels which are being built without the bed planning 
and the investments of them go off to a great extent. If we cannot 
enable the entrance of the alternative foreign markets to our country, 

the other cities. In the competence of the facilities which have lots 
of investments, the most important factors will be service quality, 
presentation difference and the fact that the facilities which bring the 
employee – management and guest relations to the highest level 
will have more successful results. Also the feelings and ideas of the 
guests in the social media and websites which guests can comment 
will be one of the most important factors which play either a more 
positive or a more negative effect on the bed sales from now on.
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How did the economic crisis affect the Hotel business?

The ongoing shrinking in the European market and decrease in 
accommodation time of guests together with the apparent decrease 
in the spending other than accommodation are all very well known 
by us. After the crisis the raise in the number of businesses and the 
fact that these concepts have started to be applied in apartment 
facilities are the biggest economic blow from which we all have 
been affected. This makes the vicious circles in which the quality and 
quantity change places to grow every year and the echo of it affects 
us.          

Are there any new projects you want to accomplish?

Angel’s Peninsula Hotel is the first tourism investment of the Koza 

when finished, will be a very important world-wide University in 

in 2014 September will be a real City University and will provide a 
high quality living and university life. In this campus there will be 
Angel’s Capital Hotel which is designed specially together with the 7 
restaurants and 9 cafes, each will be a worldwide trademark also fast 
food units.          

I wish many a new seasons full of health, success, peace and profit 
for all my colleagues and respectable investors.
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668 Premium Room (26 m2), 31 Suit (55 m2), 43 Deluxe Room (45 
m2), 10 Duplex Suit Room (90 m2), 4 Royal Deluxe Room (65 m2) ,2 
Royal Duplex Suit (130 m2) , 20 Villa (105 m2) (12 private pool and/or 
massage area)

All the rooms are equipped with flat-screen TVs and wireless internet 
connection. For the villas, 24-hour Butler, personal services provided 
and in all the rooms famous “Bvlgari” branded products are used for 
the personal needs of the guests.  
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vip konukvip guest

Hünkâr Restaurant; 228 people capacity, 148 indoor 
and 80 open range 
Yosun Restaurant; 133 people capacity, 65 indoor and 
68 open range 
Angelo Restaurant; 108 people capacity, 48 indoor 
and 60 open range 
Kekik Restaurant; 44 people capacity, 28 indoor and 
16 open range 
Panorama Restaurant; 96 people capacity, 48 indoor 
and 48 open range 
Hisar Restaurant; 52 people capacity,52 indoor areas

Angel’s Patisserie; 24 people capacity; 24 open range 

café are also located. 
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From 2 Sanitas SPA center, one 
in the center and one in the island, various massage, skin therapy, 
body masks services are provided to the guest by the well trained 
specialists as package programs. In the center there are also special 
massage rooms, improved traditional Turkish bath programs. Our 
guests can use the Sauna, snow, salt and steam rooms located at the 
SPA section. Our SPA and Fitness center which is founded on an area 
of 1600 m2 designed by the famous SPA specialist of Turkey.         
Services provided at the Spa Center; steam bath, aroma therapy, 
Turkish bath, Sauna, snow and salt room, indoor pool, children’s 
pool, resting areas, in our extended massage list massages like 
Hot Stone Massage, Thai, Balinese and Shiatsu massage services 
are provided, body and skin therapy, Kar Cenneti, new well-being 
dimension, private room designed specifically for the guests 
using the sauna therapy, private family bath, Sauna, Suites which 
have Jacuzzi and resting rooms, detailed spa menu and prices are 
available. 

 Angel’s Peninsula is located in an unbelievably 
beautiful nature and it is one of the most high quality healthy life 
centers. The well trained team will rejuvenate your spirit, purify your 
body, make you realize the value of the moment you are living in. 
There are programs of healthy living at the center. With the presence 
of a dietician there are special menus prepared by the most famous 
chefs of our Country which appeal to your body, spirit and palate. 

 
17000 m2 area. A natural pool made from sea water and Cleopatra 
sand has a beauty which makes the Aegean Sea Jealous. Lady guests 

Deniz section.     
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 The special lodges located 
around the island are designed for the comfort of the guests and can 
be hired privately. There are private service personnel in the lodges 
in order to serve the want and wishes of the guests.      
Praying Rooms; There are total 5 praying rooms in the Hotel.  

 There are total 5 meeting halls and 1 
conference hall with all of them are air conditioned. They are suitable 
for all kinds of organizations like meetings, parties, ceremonies, 
feasts and the experienced team plans every detail and provides the 
best service. All kinds of equipment are available for the meetings 
and service provided with the menus of coffee breaks, set menus and 
alternative rich gala dinner menus.       

 
 

 150 people capacity, conference hall 
without beams, 5 meeting halls, 25-50 people capacity , 3D-5D 40 
people capacity Cinema Hall

there are billiard tables, gaming machines, 2 band 
bowling, race car unit, children’s play machines and air hockey table.

 The employees in the mini club workers are 
experienced in the child development and education and work 
toward providing a service to enable the comfort of the guests and 
their children and enable them to have a nice holiday. Children under 
4 years old accepted to the Mini Club accompanied by their parents.

Personal Development Education 
Music Education: Guitar, Piano, cello
Sports Education: Body Building / Form, Pilates, Self Defense Sports
Water Sports (Water skiing, Surfing, Catamaran, Sailing and 
international certificate awarding basic education courses.)

 In amphitheater, different performances are 
presented for the guests with the accompanying peerless sea 
scenery.
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Guests can use the 2 tennis courts and 1 multi-purpose field located 
in the hotel free of charge. Our team provides service for the night 
lighting, tennis course and supplying of the tennis equipment. 
Guests can use the windsurf, canoe, banana, ringo, water skiing for a 
charge. There are two health clubs, one main building and the other 
is in the island. 
In the gym there are treadmills, condition bike, body building 
equipment, electronic sports equipment. The children under 
16 are not allowed to use the equipment without their parents 
accompanying them for their safety.         
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Our beach where the perfect f Aegean Sea and white sands meet is 
2.5 km long.

2 open swimming pool (Hisar is private to ladies, main pool is for all 
guests)
1 open children’s pool
1 indoor swimming pool (it can also be filled with seawater)
1 indoor children’s pool
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Guests arriving with their yachts can use the water, electricity and 
mooring service in our marina.  
Shopping; Angel’s Jewelry Store - Angel’s Boutique -Angel’s Book 
Store - Angel’s Drug Store 
Car Rental; Plane Rental, Boat Rental, Vehicle Rental (accompanied 
by driver)
Plane: Citiation Sovereign (8 people)

 Chris Craft Corsair 28- Boston Whaler 285 
Conguest- Princess 85 Flybridge- Riva 68 Ego Super

 Jeep Wrangler- Mercedes E200 - 
Mercedes C180 - Mercedes Viano - Mercedes Vito
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“Kültür ve Turizm 
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localization and technology.  
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“En büyük sorunumuz,
 sezonu 12 ay’a 
yayamamaktan 

Levent
BENAL
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Çiçek
MAYDA

years. 

turizmden 
ve turistten beklentimiz 
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Hasan
EKER

Bursa Turizmi
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Hatice
YILDIRIM

“
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Süleyman
KAYA
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Patrice

47



Nihat
LEVENT

A.Ayhan
GÜLER

decreasing the prices. It is not possible to look at the next seasons 

bringing an end to the negations. works.
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olarak ülkemiz ve Konya ili 



Dilaver “Turizm faaliyetlerinin içerisinde en büyük 
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“Turizme Hizmet Milli Görevdir”
“Serving For Tourism is a 

Ms Derya Duysak; I wish you and your co-workers in this national 
endeavor of “Turizmde Son Nokta Vip” magazine success 
cordially. I called it a national endeavor; yes this is our main motto 
used in my gazette for 15 years publication life: “To Serve The 
Tourism Is A National Duty”. Thus I am congratulating you.

Which brings us to today’s topic: Thy, Turkish Airlines 
I don’t want to boast but the person who wrote these lines is one 
of the founding members of the first private airline companies 
Istanbul Air Lines and Greenair. We have carried 18+5=23 
million people and not one person had even a nosebleed.  While 
reminiscing the old days and THY planes fall in Ankara and Paris 
and THY was in a  terrible state and the companies we founded 
are almost at the same level and our employees had reached 
to 3000 and planes had reached to 33. THY, had become a 
laughingstock so bad that the foreign people were joking about 
the situation like this: “If You Want To Die Why Dont You Fly By 
Thy”. Turkish Airlines had made such a great move in the AKP 
government that we still cannot believe.   They fly to 90 countries, 
has a fullness rate of %77.9 the increase of passengers is %20 
the number of international flight points are 170 and it is hard to 
believe but the net profit is %655. The announcement of the 2012 

Mr. Hamdi Topçu and Mr. Temel Kotil are the two people who 
conduct this locomotive concordantly. They have made the Turkish 
Airlines a world trademark. Now that they got big, they are having 
employee problems. No technicians, no pilots. They are hiring 
pilots from abdroad. Nowadays they hired 9 pilots from Greece. 
They are trying to get rid of the delays. They have chefs at the 
planes. You can have stuffed eggplant or split aubergines with 
meat filling. Nowadays the middle class prefer to fly too, to every 
part of Turkey with all family members. Early reservations are now 
cheaper. Transport means traveling, sightseeing and reaching 
to destinations. THY does it very gracefully for the citizens of our 
country. We congratulate THY cordially for everything. To many 
good flights. …
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 At the UNTWO, United Nations World Tourism 
Organization, City Tourism Global Summit held in 

of the UNTWO, Taleb Rifai had mentioned that 
“regardless of the crisis, the development in the tourism 

see that nearly 1 million people have traveled with the 
purpose of tourism. The tourists are not just staying at the 

hotels but they are affecting the life cycle. With tourism, 
dialogues can be made between the cultures. Tourism 

is one of the biggest powers in the world economy. This 
year a profit of 9.3 trillion dollars from tourism has been 

gained. %30 of the world trade is based on the Tourism. 
The biggest prosperity and fund transfer is occurring 
by tourism. Thus to develop tourism means working 

towards a prosper community” and stated how great an 
importance tourism carries in view of global economy and 

quality workforce employment.            
Turkish Republic of the Northern Cyprus which is an 

island-Country and has a foreign dependent structure in 
view of services and products it requires; sees tourism 

as the most important economic sector in order to close 
the foreign trade gap. Cultural tourism which is rising 

among the tourism trends of the world and special 
interest tourism which has a great importance in view of 

alternative guests should be seen and counted as the 
great advantages TRNC has. Spending 300 days of the 

year sunny might be a good asset in view of sea and sun 
but it is best not to forget that it has many important 

competitors having this properties. Northern Cyprus has 
to be evaluated in view of its casinos, night clubs and the 

disproportionate crowds for its small geography.  
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Northern Cyprus has held a great place in the history books 
for centuries since it is the most important stop on the way 
to the Holy Land, a home to the pirates situated in the East 
Mediterranean, being the homeland for various nations, tribes 
and civilizations. Northern Cyprus which had the chance to be 
among the rising trends such as cultural and faith tourism with 
this properties, because of the political prejudices, the tourism 
ministers changing every year; is victimized by the biased and 
wrong tourism policies.The three concepts which have the most 
important vital signs in the country are tourism, environment 
and culture are being tried to be managed by one ministry, 
but unfortunately no success can be gained from this. On the 

has been going on with breaks now and then since June 2012 
has turned the city, which has been full of historical works form 
the Lusignan, Venetian, Ottoman and English periods, into a 
garbage heap together with the neglected roads full of holes 
and this situation has caused huge reaction from the daily or 
long time tourist groups and the tour operators sending them 
to the Northern Cyprus and caused a huge amount of loss for 
future seasons. Despite all negative aspects, it should be keep 
in mind that together with effective and successful promotion 
campaigns and not making the same mistakes which have been 
made until today and correcting them, might enable Northern 
Cyprus to have the attention it deserves and the tourist flow 
which will benefit the economy. Due to the airlines carrying out 
effective works for current quality bed capacity and lowering the 
implications of the isolations and embargos to a minimum, the 
Northern Cyprus which has a chance of being a very important 
destination for the cultural, faith, special interest, sports, health, 
congress and similar tourism types; is ready to welcome the 
guests which will arrive from different parts of the world with 
every kind of activity and variety which will make the guests 
happy. 
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As it is well known, our country has some important 
properties which will enable superiority among 

competing countries with the rich tourism potential and 
product diversity. When we look at the data inspected 

since the year 1982 which is counted as the milestone of 
tourism, we can see how great advancement has been 

achieved as a country. While the number of the tourism 
facilities where the tourism is experienced substantially 

was 908, in the first four years this number has nearly 

certified facility number in 2002 is 3.262 and in 2012 it is 
3.755. As is seen, in thirty years the number of facilities 
constructed in our country has raised to a multitude of 

primarily in all destinations and at ministry. This factor 
is the supply of investment. The reason of the empty 

hotels is the bed supply. In 2012 38.000 beds became 

the number of the beds in the facilities opened with 

From 2012 to 2013 there are 5.000 beds to be opened 
and this number does not contain the municipality 

certified or additional beds. In the free market economy 
it cannot be prevented so the sector has to control this 

itself. I think it is useful for the investor to make a search 
and give their decisions according to that. In 1982 when 

we were just beginning to develop, 1.3 million tourists 
visited our country. We have managed to draw 7 million 
guests in 1992 and 13 million guests in 2002. In the last 

thirty years the number of tourists visiting our country has 
reached to a multitude of 25 and in 2011 the number of 

million. In 2012 our country has accommodated a visitor 
number of nearly 31 million, close to the previous year. 

The tourism income gained from the foreign visitors has 
experienced the same change. The tourism income which 

was 370 million dollars has reached to 3 billion dollars 
by increasing 8 times and 12.9 billion dollars in 2002. 

When looked at the thirty year development; the tourism 
income has increased 62 times and in 2011 it increased 

to 23 billion dollars.  
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I want you to know that the plane ticket prices and 
expenses made my tourists abroad are not included in 
these numbers. In 2012 this number has decreased by 
%1.75. When the extraordinary conditions world-wide are 
taken into consideration; this number can be counted as 
a successful number. The developments in the tourism 
sector have raised our competition power among the 
tourism giants. According to the data of the World 
Tourism Organization; in 2000 Turkey was not even in 
the first 15 but since 2005 climbed among the first ten 
and later in 2011 climbed to a position of 6th in tourist 
count and 12th in tourism income. In this process both 
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and private sector 
have played their parts and the goal of entering the first 5 
is now very close. Data belonging 2012 has not yet been 
made public but we believe the numbers will not be so 
different from these numbers. The income gained from 
tourism which is called a service industry by supporting 

employment of 1 million people directly and more than 
10 million people indirectly; has reached to important 
levels in the national income. While the rate of the 

it reached to a rate of 33.9. This rate has been decreased 
back into 17.76 in 2011 due to the implications created 
by the crisis.  All these schemes are of course prideful 
for us. But what we aim is to accommodate more tourists 
than our population. These numbers are not so far for 
us now. We achieved this once we will achieve it again. 
In order to create a world-wide “Turkey” trademark, we 
have created an effective tourism policy by evaluating 
the specifications and changes of the targeted markets, 
new tendencies in world, by evaluating the ongoing and 
potential tourism opportunities of our country and by 
reviewing and applying this policy in view of globalizing 
world and new developments this situation have been 
reached. Our main goal is to aim for more tourists for 
Turkey which is among the leading countries for tourism 
in the world and plan the investment works in accordance 
with this. I know that both the ministry and the sector are 
ready for this.

“
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Traveling is one of the main criteria of knowing new cultures, 
geographies, and people and of becoming a world citizen. 

Traveling strengthens the connections between people and 
contributes to the world peace which we need today more than 

ever. Thus the development of tourism sector against all the 
economic, ecological, and politic problems makes us hopeful. 

The biggest assets of the tourism which continues its continuous 
development are natural wealth and cultural heritage. Turkey is a 

peerless mosaic which was a home to the countless civilizations 
and empires, bounds the Europe and Asia continents and 

containing historical, cultural, natural, artistic, aesthetic, folkloric, 
ecologic, and every kind of richness. Turkey, where people of 

different ethnicities, religion and language have lived together 
is a global trademark for tourism and a shining star in the new 

and developing destinations. Along with Turkey having very rich 

of which popularity is on the rise. With the rich historical heritage 

“life style” as well as its marvelous history. Istanbul, which have 
been a home for centuries of different cultures and civilizations, 

has become a peerless mosaic in the historical process by 
protecting its cosmopolitan and metropolitan structure where 

people of different religion, language and ethnicity live together. 

being the center in every aspect and remained in power for a 
long time and it has been a world capital from past until today.               
TUROB is one of the leading actors of the tourism sector which 

plays an important role in the development of tourism in Turkey 
and works toward the improvement of the city tourism in Turkey 

starting with hotel management. The most important place in 

popularity has been on the rise in recent years. It is a city which 
creates a difference with both the marvelous history it presents 

and the life style it offers. In a research made by ROLAND 

evaluation. If we want to meet the 2023 goals we have to create 
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new strategies for tourism which is a service industry and we 
have to accelerate the works done towards city tourism and city 
hotel management. In the above mentioned research named 
“European Capital City Tourism” Istanbul is placed to 9th place 
in general evaluation but it is in the first 5 cities in view of the 
increase in the bed capacity and accessibility. This report is very 

had “City Tourism Strategy” reports and the cities having this 
report showed a successful development performance. Starting 
from this fact as TUROB it is one of our most important goals to 
make a research about “City Hotel Management” co-working 
with a university and create a tourism strategy for Istanbul based 
on the report from this research to create a “Tourism Strategy”. 
We are thinking of creating a “Tourism Strategy” for other cities 
in the Anatolia systematically in the next level of the research 
we will do for the development of the City Hotel Management 
in Turkey. “City Tourism” is a type of tourism which feeds from 
the city and reflects the beings, values, development of a city. 
The main purpose of the visitors in city tourism is to explore 
and experience the city. “City Tourism” concept in Turkey has 
developed greatly. Most cities in Turkey are very important for 
tourism by means of their history and natural wonders. Tourism 
is a very important income source for these cities. Even though it 
seems as if the costs have not been increased, there are serious 
increases in the costs. There are raises in the electricity, fuel and 
water and the minimum wage raises once in every six months. 
However we cannot raise the room prices in this rate.  However, 
despite all these Turkey is one of the countries which will do 
even better in the coming years. Tourism will be in the constant 
development unless we slack. We have to enter into new 
markets like China and India. Integrated tours can be organized 
for the tourists arriving from this far away markets. The tourists 
arriving from so far way can be happier when they return to their 
homelands after seeing another 2-3 countries which are in close 
distance. We are holding meetings with the foreign countries 
with co-working with the ministry.  
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While I was trying to get my thoughts together for this magazine 
which will be published with the efforts of Derya Duysak, I 

reflected upon myself involuntarily for a short time. In Pure 
Turkish let us call it “deep thought”. These thoughts made 

me regard tourism as “theoretic” way rather than a sectorial, 
financial structure, organizational or administrative way. I will try 

to share with you what this orientation made me think.        
What is tourism? Is it a reality to be evaluated in the light of 

numbers? Sure it is a little like this in the economic and social 
situation today. But not entirely! To evaluate the tourism 

activity in the conjuncture of today and within the same scope 
of other financial activities: it is not wrong however, it is a 

missing definition disregarding a very important reality. What 
the tourism activity adds for human way of thinking is in a more 

realistic value and will be more permanent in time.       
Tourism is a human activity. A communication. An interaction. 

It is almost like a sacred activity. So that it holds a place in 
the humanity process of humans. One which plant an idea 

into our minds about a person having a different “skin color”, 
“face shape” or “manners and education” than us, and how 

actually close this person to us and then to carry out this 
interaction. The difference between realizing this can happen 

by these being taught to you and experiencing them firsthand 
is very clear. It is very important to see that having virtue is not 
particular to us and the people from all around the world may 

have feelings and thoughts similar to ours. Humans begin to 
a touristic journey with their purest and clearest feelings. They 
don’t have the prejudice. Thus they are open to evaluate what 

is offered correctly and take it as it is. They are in the most 
appropriate position to know and understand another culture. 

For the human being who is in a touristic activity and having the 
chance of knowing different cultures in different geographies, 
besides understanding others there is another important gain. 

That is the opportunity to realize the reality of their culture. 
This culture cannot be comprehended and evaluated just by 

looking from its own perspective. The identifications of the 
culture in which a person exist have already surrounded that 

person. Interaction with other cultures is an important indicator 
in the development of the social human beings. With all my 

thoughts this is the point I have reached. Traveling is a human 
right. It should be a human right. People should travel freely. 
Free man is the one who can be free not only in thought but 

also in body. The borders between communities, sets, barriers, 
visas among the modern societies are proof that our humanity 
is actually not that advanced. I know that I am talking about a 

utopic ideal. To ascribe the tourism activity just to ourselves 
and not thinking that it is the most natural right of all human 

? ”
“ ”
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beings is a great mistake. It is worthy to think about the place of 
tourism in the humanity process of human beings… It is my wish 
that the efforts and Derya Duysak and friends to be a long and 
successful endeavor. They have designed grounds for sharing 
thought. “Verba volant, scripta manent” means “spoken words 
fly away, written words remain”. What really matters is action. 
And tourism is one of the important activities which help to 
understand human beings properly for a modern man. The one 
thing to direct us towards understanding the people different 
than us and comprehending that there is no “other”, having 
tolerance and even condoning. All the work done towards 
the development of the tourism, the strengthening of tourism 
activity are I think more valuable together with the daily gains 
and as a response to my thoughts above. I wish great success 
to Derya Duysak and to all who work for this magazine and 
thank them and I convey my affection and respect to the ever-
smiling tourism professionals. Regions, for people will have the 
chance to know different cultures, are a major acquisition. She 
has also an opportunity to better understand the reality of their 
own culture as well. A culture can not be understood just by 
looking at their inside. Be assessed. In cultures where people 
are already encompasses determinations. Interaction with other 
cultures, is an important determinant for the development of 
social man. All of these thoughts varabiliyorum this point. Be 
able to travel is a human right. Should be so. People should 
be able to travel freely. Free people, free thought, as it should 
be, physically possible with the free. In today’s “modern” 
societies, inter-communal boundaries, sets, blocks, visas, not 
advanced substantially on the basis of sufficiently clear evidence 
of humanity. I know I’m talking about a utopian ideal. However, 
the effectiveness of tourism not only ascribe to ourselves, it 

what a great illusion. Reflect on the value of tourism as people 
become human beings in the process ... Dear Admiral hears and 
his colleagues have a long-term initiative, wish to be successful. 
So you can share our thoughts have designed a floor. “Verba 
volant, scripta Manent”: Words fly, writings remain. The key 
aspect of contemporary human beings worthy of action and 
tourism, an important way to understand people is one of the 
activities. Us to understand the non Like the other kavrayama 
not what we say, tolerance development, which will guide us 
to tolerate even ... tourism development, tourism effort to 
strengthen the effectiveness of the daily gains for the thoughts 
above as if with, a more valuable. Derya Duysak’a wish success 
to all who labor and magazines, and tourism would like to thank 
the friendly people, love and respect it forward.
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We have made and interview with the Alexander Kühnel, 
Chairman of the Travel Turkey Exhibition which is organized 

Travel Turkey Izmir has been organized for the 6th time in 
2012’de. How do you evaluate the point this organization 

reached?

I think our partnership is a great example / criteria for the 
sector. I believe cooperation brings great success regardless of 

TÜRSAB (The Association of Turkish Travel Agencies) and 

cooperation: this year we have accommodated exhibition 
participants from 20 Countries (19 in 2011). The biggest 

attendance was from the Greece again with 33 companies in 
an area of 259m2 advertising their products and services. We 

have broken another record this year: we have accommodated 

We had a total number of 778 exhibition participants this year. 
(In 2011 the number was 638).         

Which added values were planned for the exhibition?

We have brought the tour operators and travel agencies 
into Turkey by cooperating with Turkish Airlines. Thus we 

have made some matching up between Turkish and foreign 
participants in order to increase the buying and selling 

actions between countries. The system works like this: the 
tour operators from all countries are the deciding factors 

about taking the tourists to the different locations. We have 
prepared special programs to pique the interest of the buyer. 

With the continuous sponsorship of Turkish Airlines the buying 
committees had the chance to meet face to face in an area in 

the first two days of the exhibition. Among this year’ guests 
there are companies from Germany, Denmark, Indonesia, 

Finland, South Africa, Idia, Netherlands, Italy, Canada, Norway 
and Tatarstan. Travel Turkey Izmir is organized within the scope 

of Ministry of Tourism and Culture. The Ministry organized 
a gala dinner for the participants of the exhibition and the 

tours to the historical places like Ephesus, Church of the 
Mother Mary. 

“ Fuar   

60

“ Organizing in Fourteen      



Are there any other supporters of the exhibition? 

Promotion and other organizational activities are supported 

commerce provides financial support to the participants from 

from Turkey. We also have sponsors for media and other 
activities. We are happy to be a family which supports the 
tourism sector.         

How did your traditional partner country / city activity 
happen in 2012?

Last year the partner country of the exhibition was Montenegro 
and the partner city was Kastamonu. This activity is perceived 
well in the sector. Both the countries and the cities give the 
required importance to the exhibition participation and they 
arrive with large and senior administrator committees.          

How do you generally see the visitors of Travel Turkey 

Travel Turkey Izmir focuses on all the levels: “incoming”, 
“outgoing” and “ingoing”.
Incoming: We invite and accommodate buying committees 
from various countries and then next year they will bring 
tourists to Turkey.   

countries. The aim of these countries is also drawing visitors to 
their countries from Turkey.  
Ingoing: Participants from a lot of region / city of Turkey 
especially Aegean Region try to draw the attention of the 
visitors’ to their own City / municipalities.  

have been accommodated. In weekdays most of the visitors 
were mostly from the sector while in the weekend most of the 
visitors consist of public.       

What are your goals for the coming years?

Ankiros, Automechanika, CeBIT, etc.). all our exhibitions draw 
the attention of lots of visitors all in international level. Our 
aim has always been to bring together all the parties together 
either public institutes, companies or universities. We know 
that the success can only be achieved by bringing together all 
the parties.

   ”
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Mersin will pass to the big outputs in terms of tourism, with cruise 
tourism, international regional airport project, and the facilities that 

will be established before the 2013 Mediterranean Games. 
The Head of Mersin Tourism Platform Numan Olcar, answering 

questions on the subject of Endpoint Tourism Magazine, said 
that the location and project stages of cruise port are completed, 

hope not only for Mersin, but for the region and country at all. 
It does not matter from which aspect you look at it. It is a big 

factor for the development of many sectors. We will say that we 
are also in Miami”. Numan Olcar, clarified that the cruise port is 
being planned not as a part of any port, but along the separate 
breakwater that will be built especially for it. “The works on the 

cruise port will be rapidly started after some permission and 

will be crews as well with the tourists that come by cruise tourism. 
At the same time, technical malfunctions, hardware transactions 

will be made in this region. Thus, since the tourism develops, it will 

as well”. The Head of Tourism Platform Olcar, said that Çukurova 
Regional Airport would be the hope of the region, in the regard 

of Turkey’s need to the alternative lines of developing aviation 
industry. Olcar underlined the strengthening of the trade with many 

points, especially with Middle East and said: “Regional airport will 
be a harbinger of a profile that was not known and seen in this 

region before. The developments on behalf of the tourism here, 
will affect positively the sub-sectors, especially developments in 

logistics, will progress the agriculture, food, and many other areas. 
Airport project is a bit late project, but in terms of planning and in 

terms of consideration of 30 million passengers, very nice project. It 
should be stood out from discussions, like will it be close to ‘Mersin’ 

or will it be close to ‘Adana’, and should be looked at it with the 
eye of development of the region, or even the development of 

the country in general. Even the World Tourism Organization gives 
approval to the passenger transfers until 80 minutes. Namely, 
it determines the duration of taking passengers to the tourism 
destinations as 80 minutes. Even if we take Maiden’s Castle as 
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the most distant place of Mersin, it will take 70-80 minutes. It 
is 60 kilometres distance, even if you want to go to Milan from 
Linate Airport. When it is viewed from this perspective, we have 
advantages in the terms of location.” Olcar, specified that Adana 
Airport is not aimed to growth and stated that Çukurova Regional 
Airport will serve 15 million passengers at the first stage; afterwards 
the capacity will be increased up to 30 million. Olcar reiterated that 
airport, which will be open to both internal and external flights, is 
located close to Adana-Mersin highway and city centres. Also he 
added, “With the Mersin-Tarsus project, there is being created 
a big 8600 bed tourism zone that exceeds 7 facilities, on an area 
ofthree thousand acres. Furthermore, the total reserve area of the 
project is 10 thousand acres, and the works will be done just on 
its 3 thousand acres. This means that, the tourism projects here 
may expand to the rest 7 thousand acres in the future. It is not 
true to commemorate these works only with Mersin. It is necessary 
not to separate Mersin, Adana, and Hatay from each other. These 
provinces are completing each other in the entire Mediterranean 
basin. There is a serious culture in Adana. And it is being reflected 
in Mersin that completes it with the sea and the marina. When 
we go down to Hatay still there is a very important cultural and 
gastronomic event.” Olcar stated that maximum 3 tourist zones 
should be selected and that their full technical equipments should 
be provided. Therefore, the works in this direction will be more 
effective. Olcar continued: “If we classify these 3 tourist zones, then 

the second place in terms of planning and size. Therefore, when 
they will be started, there will occur zones that will cater along with 
various combinations. There is great benefit in being sensitive to 
the following aspects. It does not matter how many tourist zones do 
you plan, firstly the zoning authority should be taken from savings 
of local municipalities. If I had my rather at this point, I would 
declare every part of Mersin as a tourist zone. Apart from that, the 
realization of made zones, the investor intended rapid collection 
and getting investors here are of high priority. Therefore, a thing 
to be done is diversification of tourism. Alternative channels like 
mountain treks, cultural villages need to be opened in the regional 
tourism.”
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Faith and Religion are a socio-cultural element which must be 
respected by whole humanity end they are needed to be thought 

properly before speaking about them.  People have seen this 
from the ancient times as a basic need like eating or drinking, 

determined their sides according to this or even fought for this 
distinction. People try to carry out the necessities of their religion 

which they care so much. Hajj holds a very important place among 
these necessities. For Pilgrimage Muslims visit Mecca, Christians 

visit Jerusalem, Vatican and Ephesus, Jews visit Jerusalem, Hindus 
visit Benares, Buddhists visit Bodhi Gaya. People obey the rules 

their religion requires of them, avoid the prohibited actions, in 
these visits and they became pilgrims when the visit is completed. 
As seen the pilgrimage is not only compulsory for the Muslims but 

also for the other religions it is among the compulsory services. 
After the comments of the Chief of Chaplain Prof. Dr. Mehmet 

Görmez; the question whether the Hajj is a tourism activity or not, 
has become a more discussed matter lately. I want to make some 

conceptual explanations with the view of an academician in this 
writing and to share it with you. I would like to start with what is 

the concept of tourism and what does it include. It is possible 
to describe tourism as “an economic activity as a result of the 

travels made by the people from the area they reside to an area 
outside of it”. Based on this description it needs to be treated 

in the scope of tourism if there is travel with the intention of any 
activity or purpose. The purpose is important in the description 

of tourism made above and these purposes may differ a lot. 
While in some travels the purpose may be sightseeing, traveling, 
having fun; in other travels the purpose is health, business, faith, 
pilgrimage etc. Most times tourism has divided into sub classes. 

Faith tourism is one of that and since this type of tourism has a 
religious purpose it has in its scope the pilgrimage service. When 

mentioned about tourism or specifically faith tourism, what comes 
to people’s mind is only seeing, traveling, having fun. Because of 
this perception when the service comes into this, a reaction arises 

naturally. Theoretically this is not a correct approach. Like every 
tourism type the purpose here is on the foreground. Thus, a person 
traveling for business is in an activity of tourism and plans the travel 
according to the requirements of the business or a person traveling 

for health tourism organizes the travel in order to solve the health 
problem and all activities are focused on the health. Similarly a 

person who travels for pilgrimage also joins a tourism activity but 
plans the travel organization according to the requirements of the 

pilgrimage. 
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Chief of Chaplain Prof. Dr. Mehmet Görmez mentioned in the 
Assessment Meeting of Hajj and Umrah 2012 that “Hajj and 
Umrah tours are far from the required spiritual air, has turned into 
faith tourism and this concept does not belong to us and in the 
Hajj service one must focus on the spiritual, religious and moral 
concepts”. After that he goes on to point out that “the Hajj service 
has been diversified as Deluxe Hajj, VIP Hajj, Hotel Type Hajj; 
apartments and hotel rooms overlooking the Kaaba emerged and 
this situation is not suited to the spiritualism of the Hajj Service”. 
He also states that “people are holding cameras or cellphones 
and making business calls while circumambulation of the Kaaba 
and since the modernization has involved with the many step of 
the religion the moral air has suffered from it” Actually the Chief 
of Chaplain has made a correct diagnosis but mentioned his 
diagnosis in the viewpoint of a theologian not in the viewpoint of 
tourism professional. Generally I agree with the view of the Chief 
of Chaplain but I want to emphasize a point. The Hajj organization 
is a tourism activity. Hajj in a faith tourism activity is a service. It is 
the obligation of being a Muslim. Organization side is a tourism 
activity but the main purpose here is carrying out the service or the 
religious obligation. The faith mentioned in the writing is a moral 
conception and the Directorate of Religious Affairs is the “official” 
authority which has the authority to explain the application criteria 
or method of this moral conception in the light of the Islamic 
tradition. Based on this the Hajj service in the organization forms 
the moral side and providing the service, which helps the “hajis” 
to carry out their religious obligations in the best way and support 
them forms the business side. These services are considered in the 
activities of “tourism” in our modern Business logic. The concern of 
the Chief of Chaplain here I think is the constantly increasing focus 
of people on the “sightseeing, traveling” in the Hajj organizations 
in the last years. This view is really a situation which contradicts 
the nature of the said service. The Hajj has obligations, traditions, 
prohibitions, sunnahs, and methods. These are not supposed to 
be bent These are not supposed to be bent or change in time. 
This situation looks like a more Sociologic situation and makes the 
Directorate of the Religious Affairs to focus on it for a solution. The 
view of the Chief of Chaplain on this matter seems more like an 
institutional self-criticism.           
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In the statement of Mr. Görmez one point is very important which 
is the necessity of the separation of the services of informing the 
Muslims about the religion and the showing of the right path 
which means guidance and traveling, accommodation services 
in the organization. These two services now provided by the 
Directorate of Religious Affairs personnel. This situation means 
telling to a person whose occupation is really a theologian 
to work as a “guide”. I completely agree with this statement 
of the Chief of Chaplain. Actually the source of this problem 
is the interlocking of this activities just as I have mentioned 
at the beginning. If acted with the understanding that this is 
an activity of tourism and the purpose of travel is religion, I 
think more successful organizations can be achieved and the 
spiritual air mentioned might be created again. To summarize 
the method and terms of the travel organization must be drawn 
by the Directorate of Religious Affairs but must be applied by 
the tourism professionals and the required spiritual air must be 
provided by the theologians. This matter can be described in the 
business language as each institute focusing on its own “core 
competency”. An important problem of our country is becoming 
an entity having 2 aspects but using neither of these aspects. 
When looked in a financial way, we seem to have the capitalist 
system but we still have a strong state control policy in the 
applications. In the capitalist system the the production tools are 
in the responsibility of private ownership. The state determines 
the rules and then audits them. In our country everything is a 
mess. Directorate of Religious Affairs creates Hajj organizations 
as if it is a private ownership. But in the system we adopt the 
Directorate of Religious Affairs should have a role of rule-
determining and auditing. As a result if there is a tourism activity 
in there, this activity must be carried out by people having 
specialty about this activity thus the religious matter should be 
handled by clergymen and the matters about travel should be 
handled by the agencies. Thus the people of clergy should not 
have to deal with the personal or travel related problems about 
Hajj travelers. In short, everybody will do their jobs and the 
ethereal and spiritual environment which is the expectancy of 
Chief of Chaplain and other people could be facilitated.  
It is not known there the classification in the capitalist system 
will take the humanity. The accommodation in the rooms having 
Ka’bah as scenery is actually not our country’s problem. It is a 
problem of the economic system dominant in the world today. 
There is no easy and short term solution to that. 





Can we get some information about the project? 

Efes Kongre Merkezi
Efes Concretion Center

Efes Kongre Merkezi, 
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How do you evaluate the contribution of Efes Congress Center 
to the congress and cultural tourism of Turkey?
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From TURKCELL Services For Tourism Sector

TURKCELL’
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Tura Turizm
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Could you give us some information about the service and 
products of Turkcell for companies active in the field of tourism 
transportation?

What kind of advantages and benefits do you provide to the 
companies with the solutions you offer?     
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What should the businesses do in order to use your product and 
solutions?     
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Avantgarde Mejor Costa Hotel

78



Beklediğiniz 
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“ İlk Tesisini 2013 yılında Beyoğlu’ nda açıyor...”
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World widely known by protecting the world’s unique and 
best summer and winter mountain atmosphere for five years Zermatt 
village is located at one of the world’s most famous mountains 
Matterhorn with a unique panoramic view. It has a 4478- meter 
height. It is only a minute away from Zermatt city center. Ultra-
luxurious Chalet was designed as a 5-star accommodation facility.

S
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It was designed by the best qualified natural materials dominated 
by warm colors and qualified workmanship artistically. The interior 
decoration is really inspiring with a unique style and atmosphere. 
Chalet was made by resources from all over the world. The windows 
rising to the ceiling with a 4.5 meter height have an astonishing view 
from the inside the chalet. 
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Reached through a special elevator and tunnel way Chalet has 
an extensive digital DVD library, Sky, a lounge with access to the 
Internet and cable TV, library, 5 bedrooms and many B & O cinema 
TV screens. Besides adults kids can benefit from game consoles and 
music systems with iPod and iPhone connections. You can enjoy the 
silence around the fireplace with your family and friends. 
When you enter Chalet you are greeted with champagne by the 
trained personnel, and then start to live in the chalet comfortably as 
if it is your home abandoning the 5-star comfort. 
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You will enjoy Chalet with all-you-can-eat buffet breakfast, 
mid-afternoon tea and delicious meals cooked by Chef Gault Millau. 
You can also benefit from the alfresco restaurant kitchen on the 
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After an exciting day sauna, steam bath or Jacuzzi or a professional 
massage waits for you. There is a fully-equipped gym for more active 
guests. There is also a resting area for the ones seeking for chilling 
out in a quiet atmosphere and joy. You can stay at Chalet up to 13 
persons with adults and kids combination. 5 double bedrooms have 
private suite bathrooms. All bedrooms have the view of village or 
Matterhorn via individual private balconies and terraces.
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DORADO BEACH
“Lüks Seyahat  Deneyimlerinde Yeni Bir Konsept  “
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Konaklama

Su Casa

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C., recognized as the global 
leader in luxury hospitality is pleased to debut the first Ritz-Carlton 
Reserve property in the Americas with a Ritz-Carlton Reserve 
in Puerto Rico. Situated on 1,400 acres of the former Laurance 
Rockefeller estate, the long awaited second Reserve, part of an 
exclusive collection of bespoke properties, will usher in a new level 
of luxury travel experiences for guests in the Western Hemisphere 
when it opens today. A cherished destination, Dorado Beach, a 
Ritz-Carlton Reserve is an intimate retreat offering a true sense 
of barefoot elegance, blending Laurance Rockefeller’s novel 
environmental design philosophies and modern yet minimal décor. 
Created as an open-air enclave infused with references to the 
surrounding natural landscape and diverse culture, Dorado Beach is 
a true luxury sanctuary designed to allure the world’s most discerning 
travellers through a bevy of one-of-a-kind lifestyle experiences, 
including...

Accommodations 
With 100 spacious guestrooms and 14 one-bedroom suites that 
sit directly onto the beach, guests can select from an exquisite 
collection of accommodations that allow the backdrop to take 
precedence through a complete indoor and outdoor experience. 
Floor-to-ceiling sliding doors entirely disappear onto seamless 
ocean views, while outdoor shower gardens, indoor showers with 
deep soaking tubs, individual infinity-edge pools, rooftop pools, and 
cabanas create an incomparable luxury experience.

SuCasa
Originally erected in the 1920s for the plantation land’s first owner, 
Clara Livingston, Su Casa’s storied grandeur now serves as a four-
bedroom VIP villa overlooking the ocean. Paired with towering palm 
trees, expansive gardens, a private infinity edge pool and a spacious 
cigar veranda, the hacienda has been fully restored and modernized 
following a multimillion-dollar restoration while preserving its 
legendary heritage and serene beauty.

“ RItz-Carlton porto rIco’ da Reserve 
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Spa Botánico 
Tucked away amid lush flora is Spa Botánico, a five-acre botanical 
sanctuary of pampering offering a holistic yet modern approach 
to beauty and wellness incorporating Manos Santos practices, 
ancient local healers often referred to as ‘Holy Hands’. Reflective of 
Dorado Beach’s lush surroundings, Spa Botánico blends a soothing 
natural environment inspired by these ancient Puerto Rican healing 
traditions, modern therapies and the finest quality of local botanicals 
to indulge the body, mind, and spirit. Distinctive treatment facilities, 
warm and cool pools, waterfall showers, glass-walled treatment 
pavilions, and open-air Tree house platforms create a relaxing state 
of well being among nature.

Mi Casa by José Andrés
For a world-class culinary experience, internationally acclaimed Chef 
José Andrés introduces his first restaurant outside the United States 
with Mi Casa. Inspired by Puerto Rico’s diverse culinary landscape, 
guests are treated to an artfully crafted menu of locally caught 
seafood and avant-garde dishes. Chef Andrés will fuse his knowledge 
of sophisticated cooking and regional flavours to offer guests a truly 
exceptional culinary experience and a unique blend of Spanish and 
Puerto Rican flavours. The restaurant’s beverage selection mirrors its 
distinct cuisine showcasing an array of traditional and handcrafted 
cocktails, a portfolio of artisanal offerings, and a robust international 
wine list complementing complex yet delicate flavours.

Jean-Michel Cousteau’s Ambassadors of  Environment  
Designed for adults, families, and children, participants of Jean-
Michel Cousteau’s Ambassadors of the Environment can discover 
Puerto Rico’s natural wonders both on land and sea, including coral 
reefs, a diversity of birds, wetlands, and traditional Taino culture 
through exciting and memorable adventures and activities, such as 
snorkelling, kayaking, hiking, and exploring an archaeological site 
directly on property. Integrating the program’s environmentally-
conscious philosophy into the building’s infrastructure, the 
Ambassador House is designed to adhere to the highest standards 
of the U.S. Green Building Council, with a variety of sustainable 
efforts including regionally-sourced materials, renewable energy, 
organic and sustainable finishes and furniture, and monitoring 
systems to reduce the buildings overall energy usage. “As a Ritz-
Carlton Reserve, the philosophy behind Dorado Beach, a Ritz-
Carlton Reserve is to immerse guests into Puerto Rico’s rich history 
and extraordinary landscape while providing an unparalleled luxury 
travel experience unlike any other,” said Herve Humler, president 
and COO for The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C. “Reflective 
of Laurance Rockefeller’s vision from more than 50 years ago of a 
natural sanctuary, the island is a combination of historical charm 
and metropolitan life blending serenity and a pristine backdrop – a 
perfect location for the Ritz-Carlton Reserve experience,” he added.

Spa Botánico 

José  Andrés’den  Mi  Casa

Jean-Michel  Cousteau’ nun  Çevre  Elçileri
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The guest journey begins at the arrival pavilion, incorporating stylistic 
influences of contemporary soft structures, and lush, indigenous 
landscape. Framed by striking ocean views, guests ascend the luxury 
hotel’s entryway to the arrival pavilion consisting of multiple small 
buildings separated to preserve the land’s original trees. Connected 
walkways raised above sunken gardens create a tropical forest floor 
punctuated by restful hanging beds, so every view is of both the land 
and sea and a seamless transition between the indoor and outdoor 
environment.To complement an unparalleled luxury experience, 
guests are invited to revel in a magical social event at the iconic 
Surf Room, a newly designed reconstruction from the original 
Rockefeller era. Beautifully appointed floor-to-ceiling glass windows 
enhance sweeping views of the Caribbean Sea, which open out to 
an outside terrace set directly upon sand, creating an enchanting 
background perfect for any special occasion. In addition to Mi Casa, 
Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve offers three dining venues, 
including Positivo Sand Bar, situated parallel to the ocean offering 
magnificent vantage points with al fresco cuisine and refreshing 

cocktails; Encanto Beach Club Bar & Grill, an open-air bistro with 
freshly grilled cuisine for lunch and Asian-style selections for dinner; 
and La Cocina Gourmet, an outpost providing Puerto Rican coffees, 
homemade gelatos and local delights. To experience the first Ritz-
Carlton Reserve in the Americas and the Caribbean’s premier luxury 
resort at Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve, high season rates at 
the resort start at $1,499 per night, setting a new luxury benchmark 
for the Caribbean. 
About the reserve; 
The Reserve brand extension features signature, one-of-a-kind 
boutique resorts located in choice settings around the world, each 
with a distinctive personality and sense of place. Dorado Beach in 
Puerto Rico joins the idyllic Phulay Bay Ritz-Carlton 

www.doradobeachreserve.com
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Yas Island Yacht Club’s brand-new construction Yas Marina as an 
entertainment and hospitality facility was thought as a milestone. 
The newly-completed project is the first important work of the 
architecture. The architecture was designed for a club by inspiring 
from sea theme by the founder of O1A architecture Omiros 
Emmanouilides. The yacht club has 5 stars. There are restaurants, 
bars, halls, meeting rooms, open deck and a 45-meter watchtower 
in it. Waist-shaped glass atrium is the most important feature of 
the building. The two main buildings are recognized by their white 
external skins. 
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Yas Island Yacht Club Yas Marina is designed like a statue with 
its architecture. The sinuous garden surrounds the building 
with its water feature in the landscape. 

The façade of the building is integrated by crystal matrix skins. 
Their transformations are activated by huge pixelated display 
screens on the sky with led lightings. 

The building is covered by a circular stair around the big foyer 
observation elevator, a sinuous glass water wall and a glass 
dome with an approximately 15 meters main volume from the 
floor level. The 3-leveled wood covering and polished metal 
wall have the marina view. 

Lüks ve Konforu
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VIP hall connects the entrance with cigar bar by special dinner 
facilities, meeting areas and gathering grounds. The slope ceiling on 
the façade of the building is used as an open deck in each 3 level in 
the Yacht Club.

Omiros Emmanouilides O1A; after graduated from 2-year education 
in Melbourne University with his accomplishments at the first grade, 
he was awarded with “Searching Award” with his researches on 
environmental science. Omiros Bir Architecture was established by 
Omiros Emmanouilides in Melbourne Australia in 1986. 

O1A is a complete service architecture. It is a design company 
that has a wide range portfolio including medium-and large-
scale residential projects, marina & resort projects, trade centers, 
planning of buildings like hospitals and for civilian and private 
purposes buildings and education facilities. It continued to grow 
with the additions of satellite offices in London and Hong Kong and 
the offices in Melbourne, Abu Dhabi and Delhi. O1A is company 
that has national and international project experiences with the 
accomplishments in Australia, England, UAE, Oman, India and China.
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Ödüller 

Awards
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Gurme

“Oldukça Yüksek”

Zeki AÇIKÖZ
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How Turkish takes place at the Chinese Cuisine?
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How is the approach of the Chinese to Turkish Cuisine? What 
kind of food they like the most?

Have you ever experienced any interesting events with?
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Hotels have Chinese cuisine. Is the food made in there 
appropriate for Chinese culture? Do they prefer hotels or 
Chinese restaurants?
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done in Urla with such a rooted past?

Urla
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is the added value!
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Spa&Wellness

Otellerin Vazgeçilmez Ürünü GUAM, Oteller ve 
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“Armadej Spa, “Spa 
merkezi olarak hizmet 

verme” konseptine uygun 
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“Güler yüzle  hizmet vermek bizim için  ilk kural...”



114



I know with experience many residents of Ankara haven’t seen 
The Gordion, which is very close to Ankara. With its new name 

I call “Cemetery of Passion” to Gordion. Legends about both 
Alexander the Great and King Midas and Phrygians’ process of 

Gordion seems to me as the land on which richness and power were 
buried in against intelligence. 
 Not satisfying from richness Midas made a wish by saying 
“Everything I touch would be gold” and he gave up after 
understanding that eating gold is not good for the digestive system. 
The Persians were contented with invasion but they didn’t dare to 
solve the famous Gordian Node. Alexander the Great made a history 
by dividing this difficult node with his sword into two, if you ask me, 
he assigned his mandate here! The Cimmerians didn’t find another 
solution rather than burning, destroying because of their anger; 
The Lydians destroyed the last remaining principalities of Phrygians. 
Everyone massacred the men who contrived the node that opened 
the door of Asia instead of commanding them with intelligence and 
patience. The Phrygian civilization with its unique art, architecture 
and culture, was destroyed. Phrygians punished the empires and 
kings by disappearing. 

I discovered the Gordion at the second grade of university (1985-
86). When I looked at the map for a close place near Ankara to visit 
I noticed that we are next-door neighbors with Midas. Early in the 

and I fell in love with the region at first sight.  

“Gordion’u Görmeyen ”
“Residents Of Ankara No 

Seeing 

Author Of Milliyet

Yazar
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I came to a desolate village in the middle of the steppe as if it 
wasn’t capital of a civilization. Nearly 100 large and small tumuluses 
spread on the steppe like acnes. A large tumulus known as the 

that was supposed to be approximately 100 meters when it was first 
established, descending 70 meters under the weight of 2500 years. 
As if the region was still mourning for the extinction and destruction. 
I shouldn’t have gone there without solving that node! From the 
moment stepping onto, I got that feeling of mystery; this feeling has 
always lasted and still lasts. I met the director of the museum Mr. Ziya 
at that time, watchman of museum Uncle Mehmet and the head of 
American excavation. They gave me interesting information. Then I 
talked to some academicians from Faculty of History and Geography 
and Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, I reached even more 
interesting information. And once I asked one of the anthropologist 
academician about skeleton of Midas that was claimed to be 
disappeared, the academician said “Come on!, it didn’t disappear” 
and revealed skull of Midas from a shoebox. We had a surprising 
meeting with Midas. Year was 1986. I went to Gordion so many times 
that Uncle Mehmet was greeting me at the door and made tea for 
us. If he saw me from far, he made the tea first. Each arrival with 
hitchhike was adventurous. Sometimes I came with huge bones in 
truck haulage of the butcher, sometimes with a cabman who didn’t 
take money from me and sometimes came talking with marketing 
experts. The most interesting event of them the one I came by a 
flour-truck. When I got out, I was exposed sarcastic laughing of 
museum’s crew and residents of Gordion. I looked like a ghost 
coming from one of the tumulus, with covering white flour up to 
lashes as if I was going to ask “Did Alexander leave?” 
I chatted with Mr. Ziya, visited the tumulus of Midas as if I was visiting 
it for the first time. The burial chamber surrounded by cedar of 
Taurus of The Mediterranean was increasing my wonder and mystery 
feelings. I used to enter each time. There were pictures about first 
opening of the tomb and its contents; I always felt the moment. 
I went out from the tumulus, had a tea and then steered for the 
region of mounds. At the excavation times, I was the guest of 
American director of excavation. He showed recent findings and we 
talked about them. If it wasn’t the excavation time, I used to watch 
last excavated places by combining with current information which I 
had just taken sitting on the famous high-walled entrance of the city. 
My favorite time was the time towards the evening, approaching 
sunset. Especially in the summer. I watched the sunset, by lying 
down on the soils, climbing up top one of the tumulus or climbing 
the hill overlooking the River Porsuk which is right across of village 

tumulus pulling away from the haze, history in the deep underground 
and silence on the ground. At that moment even they would say 
“Doomsday is coming”, you think you have found the place is away 
from all the sorrow and gloom; you feel at peace! The only condition 
is that you should finish the day without flapping like Alexander the 
Great or without rushing with saying “Oh it got dark” like Japanese 
tourists.  I won’t tell you but it is very beautiful with the full moon on 
the night. Create a small group, wear your old clothes that aren’t 
affected from dust and mud and take your small backpack, camera 
and go to steppe. If you don’t satisfy with anything, you will enjoy 
your burning cheek du toe oxygen. I guide you for a pursuit that its 
addiction won’t decrease even if you don’t visit for many years.
I don’t tell that if you ask me “What is interesting information you 
got.” Historians should write it, we shall read from them. I have no 
intention to be a history magazine reporter.  There are proven and 
unproven parts and also the rumors about the time after the opening 
of tumulus. Real or not, all of them suit the mystery of Gordion. If you 
go, perhaps they would tell you! 
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Today, I want to introduce you the country (Switzerland) where I have 
been living for a very long time. When I came here at first, I thought 
that “How will I live here?”, but now I can openheartedly say that I 
love this country so much. Sometimes I got bored because of the 
excessive layout of this country that I liken it someone with style and 
vision. I can admit that sometimes I miss here when I am away, even 
if its rules and service concept bore me. Although Switzerland seems 
like inactive, it has formed a steady culture with the contributions of 
Germany, France and Italy. The landscape of the Alps has an energy 
that revives tourists. I say that, if you go to Switzerland famous for 
its chocolate, world widely known watches and cheese, don’t leave 
there without trying Fondue and Raclette (melted cheese).  I know 
from my guests from Turkey, the palatal delight of Turks favors 
Raclette. Switzerland is a Central European country has got the-world 
famous ski resorts attracting lots of foreign tourists but especially I 
want to highlight that it is such an expensive country. Likewise, Zurich 
didn’t lose title “The most expensive city of the world.” last year. 
Switzerland is an ideal country for winter sports lovers, but I 
recommend that you should come here in autumn once. 
It is not possible for you to see the wonderful and unique tones 

Switzerland is country of lakes, it is a different pleasure to swim in 
the lakes and sunbathe in the summer. I can say that, the time before 
Christmas is the time I get full enjoyment to be here. You can feel like 
being in wonderland with the magnificence of excessively decorated 
and lighted streets, gardens, garden objects and think the effect of 

feel cold and eat hot dogs to appease your hunger. Garden objects 
are changed before the Ostern (Easter) and Halloween, different 
tastes and sensations are experienced. On the other hand Interlaken 
is a wonderful Swiss town with the lake on both sides that you will 
enjoy wandering in during the four seasons. Green lake, landscape, 
Alps, snow, summit, train, nature. Usually it is preferred for skiing 
in the winter seasons, but Interlaken is also a very nice trip route in 

unlimited skiing services for ski lovers. If you go to Zermatt by any 
chance and stay at the ultra-luxury boutique hotel “Chalet Zermatt 
Peak” where stars stay, you can be completely charmed. 

are beautiful and qualified that you can get different tastes.
I advise that, you don’t say “I saw Europe” without visiting this pretty 
country of central Europe Switzerland. 

“Wonderland 

Switzerland Author
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TOURISM serves as a good bridge for people of Turkish- Greek 
nations. In particular; effective activities and activities for the 
development of tourism in recent times please us and show that 
seeds of friendship for the future will begin to develop. Thanks to 
tourism; people from Greece coming to our country understand 
best that we are the brother countries by seeing our way of live, 
food, music style and such similarities each passing day. Likewise 
people from Turkey also comprehend our brotherhood by seeing 
our common grounds with visits to the neighboring country. Most of 
the time the similarities between us can be surprising. The common 
points and similarities are always the features that have positive 
sanction power over bringing people together. In my opinion, the 
tours mutually must be increased especially in these days with a crisis 
for getting to know of these two countries each other; especially 
islands tourism must be improved by using it for the advantages of 
close-range. I think as the tourism professionals we contribute to 
make the people of these two nations get to know each other with 
what they live, see and hear and thus contribute to strengthening 
the by doing our job properly. In my personal opinion arranging 

would only be alienated from the old bad thoughts and attitudes 
and approach to the neighbor country with friendship conscious. 
In addition to this; I think that a great contribution to establish a 
friendship bridge can be achieved through the art activities. Art is a 
common language for societies due to fact that it is universal and in 
this context it takes an active role about socializing of societies. In 
parallel with this, I wish the continuation of the contributions to the 
friendship and brotherhood of two countries’ singers’ concerts which 
have large audience and are still in progress. As I have seen in recent 
months if tourism between Turkey and the Greek islands develops, 
two publics blending with the same culture for many years will unite 
and by this means the pain traces of the past can be erased. I think 
that, all kinds of enterprise to support the economy will return to 
tourism of our country positively with contribution of people with full 
of friendship and brotherhood desires by purifying their prejudices. 
We as the tourism professionals are responsible for the great 
mission to provide the establishment and maintenance the bridge of 
friendship. We are the tourism emissaries ready to fulfill this mission 
with honor and pride, by all our equipment.

“  Türk-Yunan 
”

“Contributions To The 

Friendship Of Greek-Turkish” Prf. Tourist Guide
Certified Translator

Philologist
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This article is quoted from the United States Holocaust Museum 
of genocide. There are hundreds shoes of Jews were subjected to 
genocide under the article. The actual name of the Museum is United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum. It is not an ordinary museum, it 
is a memorial museum. When you enter the museum, you somewhat 
try to understand what Jews (actually not only Jews, gypsies, 
physically handicapped people and many more groups) suffered, 

on the screens, writings on the walls, clothes of the prisoners, the 

When I looked at those shoes, I thought that, each pair of them have 
a special story, I wonder that where was that shoe with a sole hole 
worked? In the gas chamber? Who knows? So, what about the story 
of the child’s shoe? So what was his crime? All of them were asking 
the same question to us “Have you ever punished even if you are 
innocent? We were punished.” Their crime was to be Jewish. They 

life for a moment, -they were living somehow-until one day you are 
claimed to be guilty, the reason is your beliefs. Everything you got 
was taken away from you and you were sent away from your home, 
you were sentenced to death. Can you imagine that? One section 
of the museum is called “for children”, but in fact it is for everyone. 
In this section the life of a child ‘Daniel’ is told from the pages of his 
diary. At first we entered to Daniel’s house. Pages of his diary were 
on the walls and tables, we learned about his life by reading those 
pages one by one. He wrote about moving to the ghettoes, being 
left hungry, leaving from his mother and sister, he wrote one by one 
everything, which he couldn’t understand but he was forced, in this 
diary. .. And we witnessed his life in that section. Daniel was one of 
the lucky children survived from Holocaust, when he grew up, he 
rejoined with his father but it was too late for his mother and sister.  
He donated his diary and his objects to this museum. I definitely 
advise you that you should stop by that museum at least once in your 

there and I don’t think that it will the last one, because each time I go 
there, I have a different “identity” and live a different life. 

“We are like shoes; we are the only remaining eyewitnesses. We 
are the shoes of grandchildren and grandfathers, we escaped from 
Prague, Paris, Amsterdam, and we escaped from the hellfire as we 
are made of only fabric and leather not of flesh and bone.”
Moses Schulstein (1911-1981) Jew poet

“  
WashingtonStudent (11th Grade)

Terakki High School 
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Cemil 

So let’s start with the story that you met Bodrum first...

they did, because we thought they were really with it. Whenever 
we asked them where they were headed, whoever we asked said 

turn. I remember it like it was yesterday, trudging for hours on 
end along the narrow, winding paths from Mumcular. Finally, we 

I wasn’t familiar with those famous lines of his, but I do remember 
sobbing my heart out when I got there, I was so overwhelmed by 
the experience. I think it was June, and the little sugar cube houses 
were dotted about the bay, just like a Picture from a children’s story-
book It was so completely different, then, just a handful of houses 
hiding among the tangerine and orange groves. Tepecik mosque 
stood on a little peninsula with a secluded sandy beach to one side. 

call it that-the jetty couldn’t have been more than ten meters long) 

the first person we met; he took us off to his boat, cracked two eggs, 

He said ‘There’s nowhere to stay here, but I’m going sponge-diving, 
so if you want to come with m effort a week, you can clean the boat, 
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the first person we met; he took us off to his boat, cracked two eggs, 

He said ‘There’s nowhere to stay here, but I’m going sponge-diving, 
so if you want to come with m effort a week, you can clean the boat, 

my personal memories of the place full of dozens of stories and great 

first came, I don’t think I’d keep coming. True, it was very beautiful 
but also very different. I think we’ve both grown up. Over the years, 

modern living has arrived and is here to stay. Today, I can wear my 

I’m in a luxury restaurant or the bank manager’s Office; it’s a laid-

with the place, we couldn’t stop talking about it, and of course, then 
everybody wanted to come. Some were genuine, but two-thirds 

although it’s good to share, we should perhaps have been a bit more 
circumspect about who we told, to preserve the undiscovered charm 
of the place a while longer.

 Tell us about your ‘Carian Princess’ collection.
About eight years ago I designed a collection which ‘Carian Princess 

working on it, I did a lot of research about Caria and Princess Ada, 
I even took copies of the princess’ rings and her goblet from Çerçi. 
I went to Labranda, to site on her throne there, and watched the 
sunset with a glass of wine in my hand. I really wanted to ‘feel’ the 
era, to understand how she would have felt, and I felt like I’d made 
a special connection with her. The traces of the culture in Labranda, 
the incredible personalities we know from history- priests, artists , 
soldiers , it has a real fascination form me, that it’s difficult to put 
into words- like a sort of aura or charisma that’s survived down the 
centuries. 



Bodrum has its own characteristic architecture and housing style 
– what’s your opinion of it ? 
Interior decoration is an ideology, like minimalism, or fashion, or 
feminism. Take the fashion industry, for example. Yes, we need 
clothes to protect us from the elements, but fashion takes that basic 
need and converts it into an industry incorporating design, style and 

need to remember where interior design springs from- the basic 

painted with whitewash, to reflect the heat and keep scorpions and 

turning turquoise, incidentally), was originally indigo blue, again, 
because it had a chemical composition which repels insects.

The reason houses are built from Stone is because there’s so little 

have anything else. So, you begin to see where physical conditions 
in a region can lead to the growth of a particular style- in this case, 
the sugar-cube house. Yet at the same time, you still have the 

red-tiled roofs and courtyards. You can see the trend all over the 
Aegean, where people have forgotten the practical origins of design 
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The house we’re sitting in right now is located in the busiest part 
of town, and yet there’s no noise from the outside, because the 
wind from the back of the house carried the noise away, towards 
the sea. In a place like this, you can really breathe, really feel your 
surroundings. If you knock down these walls and put a three-storey 
block here instead, how are you going to recapture the spirit of the 

lifestyle. I’ve never even considered having a new house built in 

met his house- he’s about the same age as me. When I researched 
the age of this cactus in the middle of the garden, I found out it 
was here when Mr. Mustafa’s grandmother first came to the house 

ask me , the cactus is the real owner of the house. Just imagine 
all the things it’s seen in its life. The accumulation of the past in a 
building enriches both the place and the person living there. Mina 
Urgan’s house, which I use as my workshop, is exactly the same, like 
a treasure-trove, every nook and cranny holds a memory of a past 
life. It used to be the assistant priest’s house, and was known as the 
‘rooster house’ because of a wooden rooster on the garden chimney. 
When I bought the house, I tried to restore everything to its original 
state. Half the rooster was missing, but with the half that was still left, 
I used my imagination to re-make it, painted it red and put it back in 
its place. I wanted to show that I was content to share in the spirit of 
the place, not disrupt it.

To own a Bodrum house. You have to have a bit of the 
‘Bodrumlu’ in you, don’t you think?
Oh, definitely! When you start fitting out your house. You can’t just 
buy the first things that come into your head. When you’re planning 

plants there for decoration. I understand and respect modern 
architecture, but people can’t just do whatever they want, wherever 
they want. People shouldn’t be buildings minimalist architecture 

shouldn’t be able to get permission for these  buildings, because 

of art and architecture, and that should be preserved. The housing 
estates or ‘site’ are some of the worst examples. I’ve really tried to 
make the Sandalet Houses different. I went there yesterday- okay, 
they’ve planted palm-trees and the houses do look a bit like old 
houses, but they’re still not exactly what I wanted. If I had the chance 

atmosphere, and live a part of it.

What do you think the future holds for Bodrum? Some people 
think it’s all downhill…
My father was a doctor and amazingly cool-headed. A patient might 
be on his deathbed but my father would say ‘I won’t give up until 
I see the soul fade away and the body rot’. That’s exactly how I 

have hope, such is the incredible energy of the place. Even when 

the energy radiating from the place. To me it’s as though a loved 
one has suffered a serious illness and is on a life support machine, 
yet you still can’t bring yourself to switch it off. When friends ask me, 

married, over time, my wife would have become old and wrinkly, but 

  BODRUM
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We made a good interview with Halit Akçatepe who is the doyen 
artist of Turkish movie screen. Akçatepe says he has never been a 

to Erzurum at least 12 times. If you ask, I don’t know nowhere in 
Erzurum. I always went with my profession as an artist and I looked 
at it that way. I don’t look at things out of my concern, I don’t make 
observations as a tourist, I don’t have pleasure just like that. We went 
to Assos many times, now if I go, I cannot find any place: Now I’m 
going for fun and joy. Resting, sitting are not for me, I want to have 
fun. I wonder where are we, what are we doing, What is the matter.

hasn’t got any value. We have done so many things in our youth. 
People watch and like us but that’s it. Does everyone remember 

My father passed away 90 years ago. He ran away from home to 
become an artist 90 years ago. He stayed at his friends, and lied 
on the backstage. His mother wanted to call him back after 2 years. 

passed away, he didn’t know his father; he was grown up by his 
uncles.  All of them were officers. He said that “my son, I thought 
I entered to court-martial, when I walked in the door.” My uncle, 

go back home now, but you know, your choice of profession very 
nice, but you chose the wrong country. This business isn’t suitable 
for this country.” “This word said 90 years ago is still valid today. 
This job isn’t suitable for this country”. This word said 90 years ago 
is still valid today. This job isn’t suitable for this country because 
it corresponds nothing. This job can’t be done without love; there 
isn’t possibility and opportunity without loving. Those difficulties 
are endured due to love. I got frozen in that when we shot the last 
series, but I did my job well done. My elders did it for love but 
unfortunately, when we look at today, there aren’t people who do it 
for love. It decreased, now there is only money. It isn’t expected any 
favor from a business by saying how much money do I get. I am so 
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I am so sorry about these, but there is nothing to do. There has been 

isn’t new; it has been like that for many years. The whole issue is to 
handle the subject in the Parliament, when this issue is handled in the 
Parliament it would take five minutes, why hands are not raised?
Nobody brings this subject to the Parliament! The so-called copyright 
does not exist in Turkey, how I make the debate of an issue that does 
not exist. It exists in Uganda and many other countries but there isn’t 
such thing in Turkey. This is contrary to my human rights. I talked 
about this a few times on television. If European Union accepts us in 
15 years, it must be asked why you accept us, in our country there 
aren’t human rights. Nothing happens, they do not value. My father’s 
uncle told the truth about choosing the country. Public loves us very 
much, make a fuss over us. They applaud and cherish as when they 

That is the only possibility they have. If the government showed 
us such a love, we would be in better conditions. The government 
hasn’t got an art policy. After each election government program is 
made. They called us to the election program, when program was 
reading, there was such a word like; “The due importance will be 
given to art”. Whatever that means. What is the due importance? 
There isn’t such a thing; it was said just for the sake of conservation. 
Dear Kemal Sunal fought for the copyrights until his death. He 
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He couldn’t do anything; he is one of the victims who suffered more. 
His 7-8 films are being played. If he had been taking the copyrights, 
probably he would have bought Dolmabahçe Palace with these 
copyrights. 
It’s a pity! So many artists are passing away living in difficult 
conditions. There are even ones passing away that nobody knows. 
The new generation sees the job as just a money source now, but 
I am not angry with them as the whole world sees the same way. 
The job cannot be done right when it is all about the money. We 

is loved. If these films are still being played and loved, it means 
that there is a truth beneath them. We must find it. They will never 
be re-made, today those movies are questioned that how many 
people have watched them. Well, what will happen tomorrow? It 
will disappear tomorrow, nobody will watch. Films that we made 
many years ago are still at the top of the night. There is an effort 
and beauty of people here. There is the excitement of making films 
excluding money.  I made an effort in my youth but I understood 
that it corresponds nothing and I will be just upset, so I do nothing 
anymore. Copyright is just one of those topics; there are so many 
topics about these. So many movies are shot, is there any plateau in 
Turkey? There is one in Antalya and movies are shot. If the money 
invested to the movie producers in Turkey was the same amount that 

there is nothing left to do for the cinema. There are so many mistakes 
in cinema; there isn’t any possibility to fix them. Where and what are 
the people who set their hearts on this business doing? Where is its 
provision? Success in the theater likes “Peeing of camel on a desert, 
there would be nothing in a minute.” Why am I endeavoring to do 

because of our love for it. It is not possible not to get upset after the 
interview we had with our doyen artist. 

Akçatepe says that; I haven’t got the word “I wish”. I have started to 
think about what I’m doing since I was 25 years old. I always look at 
life from that point of view because being sorry brings nothing. Life 
goes on.
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www.kadirstreehouses.com

Kumluca / Antalya
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EKAV / Education, Culture and Research Foundation is founded with 
an aim of delivering art to the every part of society, supporting the 
upcoming artists.   

Ekavart Gallery which aims to increase the life and consciousness 
level of society by combining aesthetics and Art has organized 
numerous organizations since it has been opened such as solo 
and mixed exhibitions consisting of the works of masters and 
upcoming Turkish painters, self-development seminars, signature 
days, signature days, workshops, musical concerts etc. It also hosted 

Ekavart Gallery which reflects the culture platforms of our country 
with the motto of ‘Art improves, Art enhances, Art Unites’ and in the 
scope of EKAV is getting bigger and thriving day by day together 
with the artists and the art-lovers who set their hearts on art. Ekavart 

Gallery is an organization which is associated with EKAV Foundation 
and a nonprofit organization. It works through donation receipts and 
the income gained through the activities and then transferring them 
to the scholarship students of art and thus it supports the upcoming 
artists.      

 Toplumun 

 “EKAV”
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we cannot or will not see the things just before our eyes. So I would 
like to inform you about EKAV / Education, Culture and Research 
Foundation in case you have not heard or seen it yet. 

EKAV which has been founded in order to support the education, 

every part of the society, create education scholarships for the 
upcoming artists, making societies more conscious with art by 
believing the great future of Turkish Culture and Art. In the gallery 
belonging to the foundation organization such as solo and mixed 
exhibitions consisting of the works of masters and upcoming Turkish 
painters, self-development seminars, signature days, signature 
days, workshops, musical concerts etc. The Ekavart.tv started its 
publication life in 2008 with the motto “you have an appointment 
with art” as the first online art television of Turkey. You can reach 
everything about art such as domestic and foreign exhibitions, 
special interviews with artists, museums, art news from here.”

101 art galleries from 27 countries and more than 2 thousand artists 
attended. 

ARCO Guillermo MORA
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www.ekavart.tv

First Portugal was invited to the Exhibition in 1998 and then 
consecutively France, Italy, England, Australia, Switzerland, Greece, 

Netherlands were invited. 10 art galleries from Istanbul NEV, Maçka 

as a curator.  

The 5th India Art Exhibition to which nearly one thousand artists 

At the art exhibition which has 106 exhibitions consisted of gallery 
and artists as well as the different disciplines of most important 
branches of the contemporary art such as painting, sculpturing, 
installation and performance were together. In the Exhibition 
where Turkey was among the attendees; art galleries from Mumbai, 

as New Delhi exhibited their collections. 

World Famous Margulies Collection     

The renewed warehouse at the Miami city center near the Wynwood 
Arts District is hosting the Margulies Collection. The collection 
belonging to Martin Margulies who is a world famous collector 
consists of a large range of contemporary and vintage photographs, 
videos, sculptures and installations. The estimated value of the 
collection is said to be around 800 million dollars.        

The exhibition started on 17 October 2012 will go on until 27 April 

27th Street can be visited in Miami.      






